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speak of him as "in his 93rd year"? What is even more astonishing.is that, though Kirkman was one of the chief mourners at Macklin's funeral, his literary executor, and a man of some authority, according to his own account, in the household of the deceased, he should yet have suffered the coffin-plate to be engraved:
MR. CHARLES MACKLIN,
Comedian, Died nth July,
1797, Aged 97 years.
This coffin-plate was a great stumbling-block to those who wished to believe in Macklin's hundred years; and a story was current, told with more of less circumstance, of the mistake being discovered, and the plate hastily rectifietfDefore the coffin was placed in the grave. However, in 1859, when alterations were being made at St. Paul's, Covent Garden, a copy was made of the inscription on the plate, which still contained the original words, wholly unaltered, "Aged 97 years."
The fact is, the centenarian theory, whatever it may be worth, was clearly not started in Macklin's lifetime, and his friends seem to have been satisfied with his own statement, " that he was born in the last year of the last century." The all and sundry reasons given by his biographers, why Macklin at some period of his life put back the hands of time ten years, seem to show their little belief in their own conjecture. It was to please a mistress, to hide his want of education, or "for the' accommodation of his daughter," who was becoming older than she cared to own. Any reason would do, and the biographers take no pains to agree upon an identical one. Nor do they attempt to meet what is in